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remarkable for her extreme piety and love of mortification, and since
childhood she had constantly invoked our Lady's aid in all her troubles
and anxieties. In the Convent of the Rue de Bac she now began to have
those spiritual expediences which culminated in three visions of the Holy
Mother of God who, in addition to other injunctions, bade her get a medal
struck with the inscription : " O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to Thee." After a long and strict inquiry into the
whole matter, the wearing of this medal and the recital of the prayer
were approved by Monseigneur de Quelen, Archbishop of Paris, and the
cultus spread rapidly. The " Confraternity of the Children of Mary "
which began in the schools of the Sisters of Charity, 1847, was approved
by Pius IX, and the medal with its blue ribbon adopted as the badge.
In July, 1892, Pope Leo XIII instituted a special Office and Mass of the
Manifestation of the Immaculate Virgin, under the title of the " Miraculous
Medal." The number of the members of the sodality then amounted to
over four hundred thousand, and this has greatly increased since on the
Continent, and in America, not to mention Great Britain and Ireland,
To this fresh impulse of devotion and the intense fervour it inspired,
have been in part attributed the conversion of the famous Alphonse
Ratisbonne (1814-1884), which event occurred after seeing, as he always
solemnly declared, a vision of Our Lady in the Church of S. Andrea delle
Fratte, Rome, on January 20, 1842. M. Ratisbonne was a wealthy
banker in Alsace, and though nominally a member of the Jewish com-
munity, he was in fact a notorious scoffer at all religion ! No doubt the
prayers and excellent example of his brother, Theodore, who became a
Catholic in 1824, and later a priest, helped on this amazing and sudden
change of mind and heart, which many hagiographers regard as wonderful
as the conversion of St Paul, Alphonse himself was ordained to the
priesthood in 1847, and he devoted the rest of his life to promulgating the
Faith among the Jews and Mohammedans in Palestine, where he built two
Churches and also some Orphanages for boys and girls.
In February, 1831, Sister Catherine was sent to the Hospice d*
Enghien, an Institution of the Vincentian congregation for the sick and
aged, and it was here that the remaining, forty-six years of her remarkable
life were spent. Such a work with its daily and monotonous round of
labours was probably not the one that even most good persons would have
chosen, but as with all the Saints, it was to Sister Catherine " God's Will "
manifested by lawful authority, and that only mattered. Whatever she
did, from cooking in the kitchen or tending the fowls in the farmyard, to
waiting on the sick, was done with the greatest efficiency and a never-
failing cheerfulness. " Her vocation," she often said, was "to serve/*
and unless obedience demanded it, she would never cease to be the hand-